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ISIPATHANA COLLEGE OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION 
 
 
 
 
 
Joint Secretar ies’  Annual Repor t 2005/2006.  
 
 
Preface 
 
 
The goals and objectives for the period under review were focused mainly to assist, advice 
and manage infrastructure, sports and other welfare activities of Isipathana College. In 
addition, the OBA had to focus on system implementation, face obstacles in various issues 
and also to focus more on critical management issues.  
 
Following expenditure was incurred during the period under review:  
The total expenditure of the OBA by the end of June 2006 was Rs 4,643,274.00  
Prominent of all, is the Ground Development Project in progress, on which the OBA up to 
date has incurred a cost of Rs 2,720,142.15.  Work already undertaken on this Project is 
summarized separately below, in this report.  
 
 
Executive Committee 
 
 
At the first Executive-Committee meeting the responsibilities of the Vice- Presidents were 
decided. Mr. Anura Serasingha - Education, Mr. Nalin De Silva - Sports, However, due to 
pressure of work Mr. Nalin de Silva could not continue and resigned from the post and also as 
an Ex-Co Member with effects from 07.02.2006. Thereafter, the Ex-Co unanimously decided 
to appoint Mr. Selwyn Sally to this position. Mr. Nimal Luxshman was appointed as Vice 
President-Finance. Infrastructure Development Projects were handled by Major General. Susil 
Chandrapala, the Senior Vice President. There were 13 Ex CO meetings during the period 
under review. The summary of meetings attended is as follows. 
 
 
Attendance at EXCO Meetings.   
 
K A D Punyadasa - Principal     11/2a/1e  
Maj. Gen, Susil Chandrapala (Senior VP)   14  
Nimal Luxshman (VP - Finance)    12/2e 
Anura Serasinghe ( VP - Education)                                 11/2e / 1a 
Selwyn Sallay (VP - Sports)    10/1e/3a 
Sanath Nanayakkara (Sports Secretary)   12/2e 
Sudath Thalahity (Jt Secretary)                13/1e 
Asif Bary (Jt Secretary)     11/3e 
A.J. Rumy (Treasurer)                                                    11/2e/1a 
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Jaliya Perera ( Asst. Treasurer)    11/1e/2a 
Janak Mutucumarana(Editor)    7/5e/2a 
Janaka Saman (Jt. Social Secretary)   8/5e/1a 
Ananda Willawarachchi (Jt. Social Secretary)  12/2e 
Jayantha Paranathala     6/7e/1a 
K.H.Nandasena                             7/5e/2a 
Sriyantha Rajakaruna     3/4e/7a 
Lanil Jayawardena     7/5e/2a 
Cmdr. H K Sisira     11/1a 
Saman Manchanayake     9/4e/1ª 
Sheham Siddik                                                                  11/3e 
Lucky Warnapura     13/1a 
Chaminda Meegoda     9/1e/4a 
Upul Gunaratna      7/3e/4a 
Khaleel N Adatia     12/1 a /1e 
A.N. Dissanayaka                                                              12/1e/1a 
Priyantha Wickramarachchi    11/3a      
Amila Hewageegana 4/10a –(Ceased to be a member 

w.e.f.31.07.06)   
Roshan Neththasingha     4/4e/6a 
Ivor J. Keerthipala                                                          13/1e 
     
Group Captain. Nalin De Silva(VP- Sports)  1/2e/2a(Resigned Since 07.02.2006) 
Hassan Sinhawansa 1/12a  (Ceased to be a member 

w.e.f.31.07.06) 
M.R.T.Johar (Social Secretary)    2/2a (Resigned with effect from    
                                                                                     03.01.2006) 
 
 
 
EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT 2005/2006 
 

Committee: Mr Neomal Fernando, Mr. Lucky Warnapura, Mr. Mervyn Gunaselara, Mr. Kosala 
Dissanayake, Mr. Nilmin Nanayakkara, Mr. Janak Muthukumarana ( Secretary), Mr. Anura 
Serasingha (Chairman). 
 
During the year the Committee assisted the students and the College authorities in the following 
areas:- 
 
1. Welcome for  Year One Students:  
     All year one kids, numbering 340 students were presented for the first time with a colourful     

souvenir card titled ‘My First Day in School’  with an individual photo and a verse in all 3 
languages as a welcome gesture of the OBA. 

   
2. Painting of the Juniors School wall with Educational Information: 
      Inner wall of the Junior School play area was painted with the Alphabet in three languages and 

figures for the benefit of the students. This project was much appreciated by the year1/year2 
teachers.    
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3. Educational Tour  for  Grade 6 – Grade 10 students: 
With the assistance of generous sponsorship of a few Old Boys, the OBA is undertaking an 
educational tour of Anuradhapura / Polonnaruwa for the best 3 students who have obtained 
highest marks in each subject presently in Grade 6 – Grade 10. These students, numbering 106, 
along with dedicated teachers/sectional heads of these classes, numbering 16, will be 
accompanying the children on this tour. Total cost of the tour is estimated at Rs 115,000/= 
 
 
 

4. Pr ize Distr ibution Ceremony 2006: 
 

A) The OBA arranged for the participation of two distinguished old boys Prof. Rohan 
Rajapakse – Dean, Faculty of Agriculture, University of Ruhuna and a Board Member 
of the University Grants Commission and Mr. Kosala Dissanayake, Managing Director 
of Delmage Group of Companies to grace the occasion as Chief Guest and Special 
Guest of Honour respectively.    

B) The OBA arranged special Cash Awards through Sponsors to prize winning students of 
Grade 12 / Grade 13 classes as well as to the best all round student.   

C) OBA Members also undertook sponsorship of covering Scholarship Awards to 24 bright 
& deserving students who successfully passed GCE (OL)and presently in GCE (AL) 
Classes in College. The sponsorship value of scholarships awarded through “Mrs. Hema 
Perera Wijekoon Memorial Trust”   undertaken by the OBA  

     members this year is Rs 288,000/=. 
 

5. New Flag Posts at the Entrance to  College  
       The Education Committee also undertook through the sponsorship of  Chairman,   
       Uswatte Confectionary Works for the installation of 3 new flag posts and the College 
       Crest at the entrance to College,  fabricated in stainless steel, valued at Rs 150,000/=  
 
 
 
Rugby  - 2006 

 
As usual and traditional to Isipathana, ‘Rugby’  takes the front stage of all sports in College. 
“Storms never last’  as the saying goes, and as we all know after a bad year in 2004, we 
managed to rebuild the team in the year 2005 and 2006 and have now got on to the Division 
A for the year 2007. We lost one traditional game with Trinity College Kandy but however 
kept our hopes to complete in the Division A competition for the year 2007. Our special 
gratitude goes to several old boys mentioned below who volunteered to help us in whatever 
possible manner, with contributions such as boots, cash, and also by their unstinted support : 
Mr. Viraj Fernando - for making the biggest sponsorship contribution 
    and also for his generous hospitality when teams   
    visited Kandy. 
Old Boys in Italy - for boots and cash contributions 
Mr. Namal Wijeranjana- for cash contribution, support and assistance 
Mr. Chaminda Gallage- for significant support and assistance. 
Numerous old boys have made various contributions at different times and we regret our 
inability to mention their names individually.. 
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We also take this opportunity to appreciate the good work done by our coaches  Hisham 
Abdeen and  D.P Udayasiri, Physio Sunimal Manamperi and the Junior Coach Thushara  
 
 
Bandara, Krishan Wethasinghe and for the ready assistance given by Dushan Wickremasighe 
to the Rugby Sub-Committee. 
We take this opportunity to thank the Rugby Sub-Committee for a job well done and for the 
financial contributions made by some of the Sub-Committee members.  
 
 
Rugby Achievements -2006 
 

1. Under -14 – Western province Champions 
                           All Island Champion. 
 
2. Under 16 – Wesley Invitation Tournament Champions 
                         Western Province Champion 
                         All Island Champion 
 
3.  Under 20 -   Western Province Champions 
                          Singer League Runners up 
                          Singer 7’s Runners up 
 
3. Under 18 -  Western Province Champion 
                          Western Province League Champions 
                          All Island Champion 

 
 

 
CRICKET SUB_COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
 
The season 2005/2006 saw moderate performances by the College 1st XI Cricket team.  They 
recorded just one victory with rest of the matches being drawn.  The traditional “Big Match” 
against Thurstan College played at the SSC was a high scoring affair, with some records 
being established by our opponents.  The Limited Over match played at the P Saravanamuttu 
Stadium ended in a victory for our lads.  However, it is with regret that we mention about the 
very low spectator turnout, especially Old Boys from both Colleges, at both these traditional 
matches. 
 
The Cricket Sub-Committee assisted the OBA in fund raising to meet cricket expenses and 
also by co-coordinating all activities related to Cricket with the College. 
 
Our heart felt gratitude goes to Mr. K Mathivanan, Chairman, East West Marketing Co Ltd 
for sponsoring the 1st XI Cricket coaching fees during the season under review. We also 
deeply appreciate financial contributions of Rs 74,760 made by the OBA branch in 
Melbourne, Victoria under the presidency of Mahinda (Mahanama) Rajapakse and also Rs 
75,000 by the branch in UK, with Sisira Perera as its President, to lessen the financial burden 
on the OBA.   
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We also owe our gratitude to a few of our dedicated and loyal Old Boys, who wish to remain 
anonymous, for coming forward and assisting us with financial contributions, when we were 
in dire need of finances. 
 
In December 2005 the Sub-Committee staged a Drama “Sikuru Avilla”  at the Tower hall 
Theatre to raise funds for Cricket.   
 
During the season under review, there were some changes associated with Cricket.  The 1st XI 
Cricket Coach Mr. Keerthi Gunaratne tendered his resignation after being offered a lucrative 
contract by Sri Lanka Cricket.  This was followed by Mr. D N Gurudeniya, who was the 
Master-in Charge of Cricket, being transferred to the Thurstan College.  While thanking both 
of them for the valuable services they rendered to uplift the standard of Cricket at Isipathana, 
we welcome Mr. K H Nandasena and Mr. Sisira Kumara respectively, who replaced them. 
 
We also wish to state that it is our turn to organize the “Big Match”  to be played at the SSC 
on February 24 & 25, 2007 and the Limited Over match on March 04, 2007 at the P 
Saravanamuttu Stadium.  We solicit the support of all Old Boys to help us in our organizing 
activities and also by keeping the dates free to witness the match and encourage our team.   
 
INFRASTUCTURE DEVLOMENT SUB-COMMITTE 
PLAYGROUND REHABILITATION 
 
Chairman: Major General (Retd) Susil Chandrapala  
Members: N. Dissanayake, Mr. Saman Manchanayaka 
 
1. The rehabilitation of the playground was planned by a Committee consisting of 
members from the SDS, OBA and Junior OBA chaired by the Principal. This Committee met 
on 06 occasions from 17th February 2005 to 06th November 2005 in order to finalize the plans. 
The Committee that assembled on 21st May 2006 approved the plans prepared by the 
Consultant with the assistance of Mr. Mervyn Gunasekara and decided to obtain Ministry 
approval and call for Tenders. The following members of the Committee were appointed to 
the tender board. 
 

a. Mr. Mervyn Gunasekara – Chairman 
b. Mr. Jayantha Paranathala – Member 
c. Major Gen Susil Chandrapala - Member 
d. Mr. P L Thilakasiri Perera – Member 

 
2. Tenders were called as per government regulations. O4 Companies tendered for the 
project. The Tender Board that assembled on 15th November 2006 awarded the tender for 
stage 1 to M/S Midula Garden Services, that possessed necessary pre-requisites and submitted 
the lowest bid for Rs. 5,267,372.25 and the stage 2 subject to availability of funds. This 
amount was further negotiated and a discount of Rs. 75,000/- was obtained from the bidder 
reducing the cost to Rs. 4,941,545.00. 
 
3. Stage 1 of the project included the following items. 

a. Preliminaries  
b. Earth filling and preparation of the playground 
c. Construction of drainage system.  
d. Installation of water supply and sprinkler system  
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e. Planting of Grass 
f. Erection of a chain link fence was undertaken and completed by the School 

Development Society as it was not included in the tender.  
 
4. The committee decided to appoint the following to monitor the progress.  
 

a. Dr. Punyadasa Kuruppu - Advisor 
b. Mr. Mervyn Gunasekara - Advisor 
c. Major General (Retd) Susil Chandrapala (Chairman) 
d. Mr. A N Dissanayake - Member 
e. Mr. Saman Manchanayake - Member 

 
5. Progress as at 01st November  2006 – Items 3a, 3b, 3c and 3d have been  

completed. Item 3e, i.e. Re-leveling, laying the top soil and planting grass are to be 
completed. This is expected to be completed by end November 2006. The playground 
is expected to be ready for use in 4 – 6 months after planting grass. The progress was 
delayed considerably due to unusual rains and delay in importing a special type of 
underground drainage pipes from Australia. 

 
6. Expenditure incur red to date: 
 

a. Soil testing      - Rs.      26,450.00 
b.  Advance payment for Consultancy   - Rs.      30,000.00 
c. Mobilization Advance to the Contractor - Rs.    988,309.00 
d. Interim Payment 1 to the Contractor   - Rs.    760,802.00 
e. Interim Payment 2 to the Contractor  - Rs.  914,581.15 
e. Total      - Rs. 2,720,142.15 

 
 

7. Appreciation:  
 
It is with a deep sense of gratitude we record the assistance given by following 
distinguished old boys for the successful implementation of this project. 

 
Major  Nissanka Senadhipathy – Chairman, Avant Guard Security Services Ltd for 
donating Rs.1,300,000.00. This is the largest donation received to date. He has agreed to 
donate a further sum of Rs.700,000.00 to complete Stage I. 
 
Mr. Mervyn Gunasekara – Arranging for all the technical expertise through LAN   
Management Services Ltd and also for the advice and assistance given for planning and 
monitoring the progress.  

  
      Old boys in USA who donated over Rs. 160,000.00 towards this project. 
 

Parents, Old Boys and well wishers who donated funds and assisted in numerous ways.  
 

Acquisition of land adjoining College.  
 
We followed up on this matter with the authorities and had a meeting with the relevant 
Minister to pursue it.. It is our view that the entire block of land could be acquired with 
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the assistance of the Education Ministry. It is hoped that the incoming Ex-Co would 
support the efforts on this endeavor and apply maximum pressure on the authorities to 
acquire the land which is needed for College expansion programs. We take this 
opportunity thank Mr. Rajeev Sooriyaarachi for his valuable assistance in securing a 
meeting with Hon. Minister to discuss this matter. 
 
Swimming Pool Project.  
 
On an invitation given by the Principal and the SDS, few Office Bearers of the OBA  
attended a preliminary Steering Committee meeting on the above project. It was decided 
at this meeting to select a better location for the project. It was on this interest that the Ex-
Co met the Hon. Minister concerned and requested his assistance on the above 
development project.  
The Principal has intimated to the Committee that half of the required funds are available 
for the project. We hope that the next Ex-Co will take this project forward.  

 

     Hockey  
 
     It was a year of moderate success for Hockey.  
 
      PERFOMANCE 2006 
    The College fielded teams in all age groups where tournaments were held and  
    reached semi finals in Under 13 and Under 17 tournaments conducted by the 
    Colombo Schools Hockey Association.  
 
     Mr. M J M Naushard the Coach resigned by end July for personal reasons. Mr.  
    Chanaka Jayasekera was appointed as coach with effect from August.      
    Old Boys vs. Present Boys match was played on 4th June as a fund raiser.  
   The Committee wishes to thank Ms Disna our Teacher in Charge, our outgoing coach      

Mr M J M Naushard who coached the side commendably during the past 2 years and Mr 
Chanaka Jayasekera our new coach. A word of special mention is also due to Old Boy Mr. 
K Shahul Hameed and Mr Ahamed Zumri for their untiring efforts.             

 
 
 
35th Colombo Scout Group 
 

Membership 
 
We were able to increase the group membership which was 22 in January to 80 members 
to date. 

 
Medals  
  
  After a lapse of 3 years one of the scouts won the President’s Medal 

        05 scouts won the Chief Commissioner’s medal 
        07 scouts won the District Commissioner’s medal 
       10 scouts obtained second level medals 
        40 scouts obtained membership medals 
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Camps attended   
 

- 40 scouts participated in the 6th scouts Jamboree held in Nuwara Eliya. 
- Annual training camp this year will be held in December in the Nuckels Range 

 
Representation in foreign camps –  
 
After a lapse of 32 years two of our scouts were selected to represent Sri Lanka at a scout 
camp to be held in Malaysia from 12th to the 22nd in December. 

 
Representation at spor ts events – 
 

At the sports festival organized by the Scout Headquarters 2 of our scouts won gold medals 
while 01 scout won a silver medal in swimming. 
For the first time our scout troupe successfully participated and finished the exploration meet 
organized by Maliyadeva College, Kurunegala. 
They also successfully participated and finished the exploration meet organized by the 
University of Peradeniya. 

 
 
CADETTING AND BAND SUBCOMMITTE 
 
Chairman: Major General (Retd) Susil Chandrapala  
Secretary: Mr. M R Amarasinghe 
Treasurer : Mr. Sudath Opatha 
 
1. Objectives of the Sub Committee: To assist the College in the following: 

a. Enlisting Students to the Cadet and Cadet Band platoons. 
b.  Planning and conducting training for Cadets and Cadet Band to achieve 

  high standards and better results at the National Cadet Corps  
competitions. 

c. Raise funds for training requirements and procurement of equipment  
     necessary for the Cadet and Cadet Band platoons.   

d. Foster fellowship among Old Cadets of Isipathana College. 
 
2. Meetings held: The AGM was held on 26th March 2006. In addition 06 Committee 
meetings were held monthly to discuss and resolve issues regarding Cadetting and Cadet 
Band activities. 
 
3.  Activities: 
 

a. Felicitation of 13 former teachers in charge of Cadetting and Band at the  
            AGM. 
b. Felicitation dinner for former teachers after the AGM. 
c.  Holding a discussion with the Principal and teachers to seek assistance in  
             enlisting cadets. 
d. Evaluating the previous year’s performance by cadet and Cadet Band  
            Platoons. 
e. Planning and conducting training including residential training camps for  
            cadet platoon. 
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f. Raising of funds requesting old cadets to obtain membership in the 
             cadetting and Band sub committee, donations from old cadets and well 
              wishers and by staging the drama “SARIGAMA MASTER”   
g. Presentation of souvenirs to 27 Cadets in appreciation of their improved  
            performance at the Annual Camp at Rantembe. 

 
4.  Fund Raising: Following amounts were raised. 
 

a. “Sarigama Master”  Drama – Net profit – Rs.   147,913.00    
            (Accounts were submitted to the Ex Co) 
b. Donations for Residential Training Camp – Net Profit – Rs. 16,067.00   
 .          (Accounts were submitted to Ex Co.) 
c. Membership fees – Rs. 22,000.00 (Deposited in OBA Account) 
d. Other donations – Rs. 11,000.00 (Deposited in OBA Account) 

 
5. Equipment received as donations: The following equipment were received as  
            donations and handed over to the Principal for documentation purposes.  
 

a. 02 x Silva Compasses and 02 Scout Compasses by Mr. Nihal Perera, an old 
Cadet resident in Japan. 

b. A set of Drums (04 x Side drums, a Base drum, Belts and Drum sticks) by Mr. 
Wijesekara.  

c. 25 x pairs of Boots by Major B. Weerasinghe 
d. A set of Sauce pans for camping by Mr. Nishantha Pradeep Somaratne. 
e. 02 x Trumpets by Major General Susil Chandrapala and Mr. Nihal Perera. 
f. 05 x Trunk boxes by 93/94 group 
g. 05 x trunk boxes by Mr. Duminda & Milinda Seneviratne 
h. 50 x Bed sheets for Cadets by OBA branch Italy. 

 
6. Other matters: The Cadet band could not participate at the NCC camp as    
            a sufficient number of students was not available and could not achieve the  
            required standards in Music. 
 
7. The sub committee wishes to convey its sincere gratitude and thanks to all those   
            who assisted in executing their tasks / activities successfully.     
 
 

 
RAFFLE DRAW PROJECT 
 
On a Project proposal submitted and executed by Mr. Lanil Jayawardana and Mr Ivor J. 
Keerthipala, the OBA successfully organized a Raffle Draw Project. The gifts for the 
raffle were found through donors. 
 
This project generated a net income of Rs 377,000. We wish to thank Mr. Ivor J. 
Keerthipala and his team for a job well done. We also wish to thank the Prefect of Games 
Mr. Gamini Sarathchandra and Mr. N Raffaideen for their unstinted support, and Ex-Co 
members & well wishers who donated gifts to make this project a success.           
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COLOURS NITE 
 
The Colours Nite for colours recipients of year 2004 & 2005 was held on the  

      1st November 2006. This event was held after a lapse of two years at the   
 BMICH Main Hall.Mr K Mathivanan  the Secretary of Sri Lanka Cricket Interim 
Committee and Mr. Nilmin Nanayakkara, old boy and  Managing Director of NKAR 
Travels & Tours Ltd graced the occasion as Chief Guest and Guest of Honor respectively.  

       
A total of 89 students in all disciplines of sports received colours for their outstanding    

      performances. In addition, Tokens of Appreciation were presented to all Teachers-in- 
      Charge of the respective sports, in recognition of their dedicated services which  
      encouraged the College sportsmen to record some outstanding achievements, during   
      the two years under review.  A total sum of approximately Rs 385,000/- was spent in  
      organizing this event, the principal sponsor of which was Mr K Mathivanan, while  
      Harischandra Mills Ltd was the Co-sponsor.  
 

We wish to thank  the Chairman Organizing committee Mr. Sanath Nanayakkara and his 
Committee members, especially Mr Ananda Wilwaraarachchi , Mr. Saman 
Manchanayake, Mr Dharshana De Silva  and Mr Riyaz Salih for a job well done. The 
committee not only managed to organize a grand show they also managed to raise a net 
income of Rs 65,000/-..    
 

     FUND RAISING PROJECT  
     COLLEGE 50TH ANNIVESARY - CD 
 
     The OBA also launched a fund raising project, in order to provide financial assistance    
     for various activities of the College. 
  
     A CD which was produced in connection with the 50th Anniversary Celebrations of    
     the College is now being sold, at Rs 500/- each, in order to raise funds.   
     This CD contains some valuable historical information pertaining to the College, from  
     its inception and would be an ideal souvenir which every loyal Old Boy should  
     possess.   
     We appeal to those who have still not purchased their copies, to do so when they   
     attend the AGM.  The College’s Cadets will be operating a special stall, on the day of  
     the AGM, to assist the Old Boys, to purchase their requirements of this CD.   
     

We thank Mr. Nilmin Nanayakkara for taking the initiative to produce this CD and also 
transferring its copyrights to the OBA which facilitated its funds raising project.         

 
College web site. 
 
The College Website,  www.isipathana.org,. was re-activated at the beginning of this year and 
can be visited by all Old Boys now. We take this opportunity to thank old boy Mr. Nare 
Rathnapala attached to the Department of Art, University  of Maryland, USA for his valuable 
assistance in the re-activation process of the Website. It is intended to develop a separate page 
for the SDS so that all activities of the College could be viewed by visiting  the Website. It is 
our intention  to make this  a fully modernized Website, to which all our Old boy’s could log 
on and participate in the development programs of the College.  
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Conclusion. 
 
It is our view that “going to the top is relatively easier than remaining in top”. And  it is also 
viewed that “ remaining at the top needs, focus ,achievable goals and strategic planning” .  
 
We all would agree and accept that in the present day, we grow in a highly competitive 
environment and our students, academic staff and all other processes tangible or intangible in 
the College have to keep pace with this growing trend.  Needless to say, that finance is one 
key factor along with good planning. To do this we need young blood with a combination of 
experienced senior hands with a commitment to work towards a common objective. It is our 
view that merely becoming an Ex-Co member would not do any justice to the College but 
becoming a member with an objective to work towards the betterment of our Alma Mater 
would be the need of the hour.   
 
 
 
 
 
Sudath Thalahity /  Asif Bary. 
Hon. Joint Secretaries  

  


